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Introduction

The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge International AS and
A Level English (9093), and to show how different levels of candidates’ performance (high, middle and low)
relate to the subject’s curriculum and assessment objectives.

In this booklet candidate responses have been chosen to exemplify a range of answers. Each response is
accompanied by a brief commentary explaining the strengths and weaknesses of the answers.

Each response is annotated with clear explanation of where and why marks were awarded or omitted. This,
in turn, followed by examiner comments on how the answer could have been improved. In this way it is
possible for you to understand what candidates have done to gain their marks and what they will have to do
to improve their answers. At the end there is a list of common mistakes candidates made in their answers for
each question.

This document provides illustrative examples of candidate work. These help teachers to assess the standard
required to achieve marks, beyond the guidance of the mark scheme. Some question types where the
answer is clear from the mark scheme, such as short answers and multiple choice, have therefore been
omitted.

The questions, mark schemes and pre-release material used here are available to download from Teacher
Support.

Past papers, Examiner Reports and other teacher support materials are available on Teacher Support at
https://teachers.cie.org.uk

Cambridge International AS and A Level English 9093
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How to use this booklet

Introduction

Example candidate response - high

Examiner comments

Mg G Eﬂmd_'ﬁ_dpgem}_dmmaheﬁm_hjﬁtcm&,_
| Sdnactin Mmhﬁ.,_mﬁﬁﬁ&d_
hm:;umm;n_m_&aﬂ&lprmkmj_
nacnner, cuscl _exposes dhe flaws. of the Leoder
_q[-_iise_c:pqacai_ﬁnu_o =

Answers by real candidates in exam lae_camcl M€ |
conditions. These show you the types of '
answers for each level. o

Discuss and analyse the answers with
your learners in the classroom to
improve their skills.

How the candidate could have improved the answer

0 Immediate and purposeful
assessment of the tone of the
passage.

Examiner comments \
s| are alongside the answers,
linked to specific part of the
answer. These explain
where and why marks were
awarded. This helps you to
interpret the standard of
Cambridge exams and
helps your learners to

krefine exam technique. /

There was some engagement with the passag

focus was very variable and rhetorical devices| 10iS explains how the candidate could have improved the
answer. This helps you to interpret the standard of
The response would have benefited froma mo| Cambridge exams and helps your learners to refine exam

disconnected and this prevented any clear exa technique.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question

The examiner expected candidates to:

Lists the common mistakes candidates made in

» identify language examples and features| answering each question. This will help your learners to
the passage avoid these mistakes at the exam and give them the
« comment on specific effects ofthe chose| pest chance of achieving a high mark.

effect ofthe passage as a whole
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Assessment at a glance

For Cambridge International AS and A Level English Language, candidates:

o take Papers 1 and 2 only (for the Cambridge International AS qualification)
or

o follow a staged assessment route by taking Papers 1 and 2 (for the Cambridge International AS
qualification) in one series, then Papers 3 and 4 (for the Cambridge International A Level qualification) in
a later series

or

o take Papers 1, 2, 3 and 4 only in the same examination series, leading to the full Cambridge
International A Level.

Cambridge International AS Level candidates take:

Paper 1 Passages Duration Weighting ‘
The paper contains three questions. 2 hours 15 minutes 50%

Candidates answer two questions: Question 1, and either
Question 2 or Question 3.

Questions carry equal marks.

Externally assessed. 50 marks

and

Paper 2 Writing Duration Weighting

Two sections: Section A and Section B. 2 hours 50%

Candidates answer two questions: one from Section A and
one from Section B.

Questions carry equal marks.

Externally assessed. 50 marks

Cambridge International AS and A Level English 9093



Assessment at a glance

Cambridge International A Level candidates take:

Paper 1 Passages . Duration ‘ Weighting ‘
The paper contains three questions. 2 hours 15 minutes 25%

Candidates answer two questions: Question 1, and either
Question 2 or Question 3.

Questions carry equal marks.

Externally assessed. 50 marks

and

Paper 2 Writing Duration Weighting

Two sections: Section A and Section B. 2 hours 25%

Candidates answer two questions: one from Section A and
one from Section B.

Questions carry equal marks.

Externally assessed. 50 marks

and

Paper 3 Text Analysis Duration Weighting

The paper contains two questions 2 hours 15 minutes 25%
Candidates must answer both questions.
Questions carry equal marks.

Externally assessed. 50 marks

and
Paper 4 Language Topics Duration Weighting
The paper contains three questions, each on a separate topic | 2 hours 15 minutes 25%
area.

Candidates answer two questions.

Questions carry equal marks

Externally assessed. 50 marks

Teachers are reminded that the latest syllabus is available on our public website at www.cie.org.uk and
Teacher Support at https://teachers.cie.org.uk

Cambridge International AS and A Level English 9093 7
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Question 1

Question 1

Example candidate response - high Examiner comments
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Question 1

Example candidate response — high, continued

Examiner comments
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6 The concept of language to
include or exclude is explored using
appropriate evidence.

6 Language and purpose is
further examined. The candidate
continues to select appropriately
from the transcript.

6 The candidate now begins to
examine language and power and
the status of the interlocutors within
the context.
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Question 1
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Example candidate response — high, continued

Examiner comments
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e The candidate comments fully
on the structures of questions
posed by the interviewer.

6 The response is comparative in
its exploration of the interlocutors'
utterances and their linguistic
features.

9 In developing the response
further, the candidate now applies
the analysis to the previous
exploration of language and power.

Cambridge International AS and A Level English 9093




Question 1

Example candidate response — high, continued

Examiner comments
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@ The candidate applies the
theory of Grice with insightful
comments and uses appropriate
evidence from the transcript.

m The candidate continues to
apply theory, demonstrating
knowledge and insight regarding
Morgan's ingratiating way of
communicating with Bolt.

@ The candidate identifies
Morgan's questioning technique as
strategic, effectively using a further
theory on politeness.
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Question 1

Example candidate response - high, continued Examiner comments
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M&@W@ 1 @The conclusion includes

comments on linguistic features
and returns to the original points
made about the effectiveness of the
conversation set into the context of
a television interview.

l

Total mark awarded =
21 out of 25

How the candidate could have improved the answer

At times, the candidate lost articulacy and the written language became rather informal. To improve the
answer the candidate could have maintained an academic tone throughout.

There were sections of the response which could have been improved by using more precise linguistic
terminology to describe the language features being explored, especially in the section of the essay
concerning questioning techniques.

The candidate’s focus was generally on how the audience might be affected. While this is commendable, the
candidate could have included more comments specifically on the context of Bolt's recent achievements.

Where there was discussion on language and status, this could have been made more specific with an
application of language theory on this subject.
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Question 1

Example candidate response — middle Examiner comments
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Question 1

14

Example candidate response — middle, continued

Examiner comments
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G The candidate attempts to
explore the nature of Morgan's
questioning technique.

e The candidate demonstrates
understanding of the structure of
the interview and applies some
technical terminology to describe
the effects conveyed by language
and purpose.

6 There is a brief comment on
Goffman's theory which is
appropriate, to an extent.
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Question 1

Example candidate response — middle, continued Examiner comments
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| e evidence ¢ Poqinve Riiteness (Ratieness w\eoné\.
whicn PraiSes 4he. Od;\ev QPvarer  Fhraon mctuasicrid
and _ €sraen oompnmemam mmn\%@?.wthe.r Panciples

6 The candidate's brief comments
on politeness theories demonstrate

[ Laeo®) Browde aneiien. ko rotee. Sae ey, .
foa — a : an understanding of the purpose of
Waln el 0ood .7ThiS S emident wn e A ares; the interview and the effects of
¥ gaden kooies” Y towe aonomion " and towea | | Morgan's flattery.

great Mam@on”  wnith noost usains oNfdence and |
I Sigak_ego v Promfdng  elangraudve and  Gtadied
RIPaN§RY 9(0\)\‘(1\\"\% o CoaweyrSanbon with aleud koge |
A Proifal  GonMosEhe e .
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Question 1

Example candidate response — middle, continued Examiner comments

A Coneovant and clabgobie  CanyerSonan S

effeciwiny Orcarsd  Arwovas e uwle of  ConvevSacion

and _
foprurcs , CO enbte e aemonur e Pooof
| converSapmen, trvooan  eogarcs of  SPoncaneowd
SR Ch, Rarthermoe sne ude of hileness

_dngayy , Cate vreay , Qoo fero e Hneory  and
Heuliday's yeepSter  \ethniques ¥ne N e ex
oSS Q  ‘audd “eolk and  asmdole  guemoStreve.

v USaun o communicore NS AviumPns, @ Q The conclusion is a succinct
precis of the candidate's points
raised.

Total mark awarded =
12 out of 25

How the candidate could have improved the answer

The candidate could have improved the answer by a fuller explanation of Goffman’s theory. The brief
discussion of this was only appropriate to an extent and could have been the subject of a more developed
exploration.

Further theories on politeness were briefly mentioned. These were not all attributed to a theorist: the
candidate could have improved the response by using specific names and by providing an explanation as to
how and why a particular theory could be applied to the linguistic ingredients of the transcript.

The candidate stated that the interview was spontaneous for both interlocutors. The response could have
been improved by closer reading, as Morgan’s questions were prepared, and only Bolt’s replies were
spontaneous; this aspect of the interview affected the overall levels of formality which did not match. This
was a fundamental element of the language used in the transcription which in the candidate’s case was not
recognised.

16 Cambridge International AS and A Level English 9093



Question 1

Example candidate response — low Examiner comments
Te Jeock . & an th ferview ' Q@&uj@-@ He
inéerrs'ower Wb odervicuitng Usan  Bolt, Tlhe
eved s made o P i powent ,
ﬁa.nqaaq %0 A i ﬂl;e eflw!:. 4 d’: é{.;,n mvw gmzhsoi?sgifite demonstrates
Pigs "~ Morgan iboduces__ dhe " oped  to Ao’
fle in Lorvtors. s 1 dhown by, He
ptimge; " ks becuse JOUPE my heo (1) eo Aoca.
dees ﬂ«a:’- maike Yo ceeﬁ ‘ﬂ;ﬁ 5Lou15 ,a»ccé T
floes_ Morgep  byo bean a by fan
of Usar  Bolt  dve gy buck Ho  peikes
d Jook Ul hee & b . bgest |
| ran. This re als Shosn by L ;mse ' ,
.:aﬁ e 6( JourE! Tow -~ obedomond  opens (2] Thelcanldlgate sslects .
| covessdin, Jul o _opels Tl Gemonstyate understanding of
Ll conbexd. Usain  polt awdomobiall,  talls language and purpose.
Lohoul : bio  geebinga - uhen - faro Mw ,
i o feed  _obout  jn. Pers
Motan, _apecks by " opolioro.
A L enferviey joes bq. b antect
ldanges  lo  chldlocd  “memonies. Piow  Mugen
I)m:q up b he wes _ indriued by
-O[;.;mpnhﬁ ﬂowe,ver, ‘ne, 5."!‘65685 _aul: 8 I\M oém'p,‘cs
Cdoo  desd  men, oven teough e
lwes ftrél malwafed by o fussin __ieman,
ﬁngu qe &5 ﬂ@aﬁeofec' ® ° " et:]'he catndi:ia;tcet hOff?rtS agseniq?h
hs Seryions orceces e Boll on the content of the interview wi
| dacks  celbng dwobied. Non - oturdad Zahaaqe & some misreading.
2 from” Qoo balk He 0 afrw@ e @ The candidate offers a brief
_iﬂfhﬂﬂﬂe ' ap Yo Losc b by ks [L,,,q | | comment on Bolt's use of language
ajawi‘ [’w\D' he prefoses /Z.",..ée#: . ik and continues by paraphrasing the
_.llefkr@ prlode:‘a 7&5 can : b@ 7 a/zaun transcript.
17 " };{mu@ DLmeB, = lrg b N}Z'};UH Uunl ajj;i
i q 2 cun ooudcl be 2 DO
Ly i Y
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Question 1

Example candidate response -

low, continued

Examiner comments

dfeﬁ:hj madters g dbron ll,ée. 4“ xes
{Hunls aboul 6£reasmq\ “Losuesy- 1,1; . coudd
hot) Y bk From Perpawm wetla up
| o A mll wpabilides . flo qyw n
Zaﬁé aboué ta!u'nﬂ (Jee,'o b/ea-avs 196}%@ he
eplodes.
Tee cnberviower, Pog  Hayan, _goes - wnte |
on fo a:ﬁ[’ecl' é&e qaaqg a£ {&9 Aau‘ :
Lc ]n&t'm a[bwl cluampuma wmdﬁ ae 16
whove dtlived -aomaébwﬂ w0 greal od bogand.
_LLL»C,'\ 50.1»,é Lug aolwaol Man @lola’ meclaf;s o
hundred ek ruces. Jhid ﬁs “lebotled L
ag He paskest  _pan o et @wa he.
Lbocemes @ CLam’mbn. Boll: Z bdls  about * Hree
uMnaﬁ hardd - worl,  decleeibin ad  having © a ]
lagad® teom. Usan © ongages . bimsaty " ho
%Jke dnkerviow b-l Lalimq ! abouk  bow
g _f\mlr'n 4 a ﬂ;ﬁa}: dunm ,[—m_g‘ .[eam reol{?
_‘Lej;pe:l Lum. _lmb ép, shown: é’j‘ /ae
-_P % “ for me. V1 pes ) Lo mqaje,__
pe.a,plo, e w[w &E/Lped Lim y or oxample)
s cowch tuho - plw;ed a /\uqe ‘ol
0 Lis _ coveer.
o can be . chotwn by e lpA/af@,
C FPE GIANY - my socch.” e azp:'lai loHers
O tecdly how’ Gy coach  eupparbed dim.
Mb Mp IAQ wao cméga:.L @ :
1The . “wderviewer qaesu w b ud  He
.ﬁ:lmqs Hod ﬂaUq mobintes Usn Fo oo
%Yeoi L tn A&f‘g coreer, aﬁ;ecé,«lmzatébbd&: e  conled
Jof ; i un 05 on
L i B mul e ue
-ﬂi\l&ﬁ askweledions o Ueo poaple wihe

18

e There is further paraphrasing of
the transcript.

G The response is narrative rather
than linguistic.
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Question 1

Example candidate response — low, continued

Examiner comments

&g b a!mor{‘ Lum. Ueagn 4a9 on  Jo
caplan __phat  Uhs  por re,ajb, o - Is
male lum acdueye more. s £5  ohewn
R PR P %
awe  me. 0

e The candidate spots some

#Aamf@c b&ﬂ'

dg ﬂ%ple Snvolved. - ,{Le 1 | features of the transcript and

r

7 rovides a generalised comment.
ar® qaad gpeaders of ﬁqlu%l\ Ben | | P g

)

L Usean was qt’vm lumaelf none
bne’ o Mk _op T whab oo awe
T6) ar) T Ceor’ 5 ohoun  buoke o
be lad,
hbo  Hoin Bk~ wos  ypoludiy  maghery
Sounds, LL@ & saloss”! b 5 =
for Plers Hergan, c'ji 5 cloar gm-é
be K nqlﬁl« & roall,  geod. tlush /s

empecéed becowse.  op 1 e oviament he fues

_51,6

mﬁfo becauﬁe ’gp ZL& ﬁpe qﬂ »Iaé

6 The candidate attempts to

& _,g,_ﬁo a crecdor ez terd !aLe Jongiase provide a basic sociological
G C.n | Tk amd e 460"1@& ./ comment.
s = lesser sxbend lLe lnnqmqe, A Total mark awarded =
_.ADL aFFeol— iLe Iyex,& ’_E;g s @P@M' OJQ 4 out of 25
dhoun__uhen Jooin  agres ko whod -
{Pies aoys  abouk  hured  mebe  pges.
Usan \juazl agree will , " sb éru‘e’,'.,I stale~ |
menk
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Question 1

20

How the candidate could have improved the answer

The response opened with some confusion which may have been due to the candidate’s loss of control of
written English.

As the essay continued, it was clear that the candidate understood the context and was able to select
evidence from the transcription. However, the response was largely narrative, paraphrasing chronologically
the content of the piece, rather than offering a linguistic analysis.

Comments displayed a tendency to unsupported assertion regarding semantic meaning of the interview and
some comments showed misreading. An initial close reading of the transcription may have avoided this latter
issue.

Overall, the candidate could have improved the answer by identifying specific linguistic elements using
technical terminology and making an exploration of language, structure and purpose, rather than only
paraphrasing the transcription.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question

Candidates often tried to assess the socio-economic status of the interlocutors by attempting to analyse
accent which was not presented by the transcription. In doing so, the response became irrelevant to the
question. Candidates also attempted to criticise the quality of English used by the interlocutors. It was not
part of the question to assess or offer assertion on the interlocutors’ intellectual status.

Candidates were generally keen to demonstrate their knowledge of genderlect. However, discussion on
language and gender is only one aspect of spoken language and candidates should have taken care not to
allow it to dominate the response.

Weaker candidates who referred to language theorists commonly did not give a satisfactory explanation of
the theory and why it was appropriate for it to be applied to elements of the transcription. Candidates should
have been aware that it is not sufficient merely to mention a theorist’'s name.

Candidates needed to be aware of the conventions of conversation transcription. Some candidates criticised
the interlocutors for not using punctuation in their utterances: according to transcription convention,
punctuation is not used.

Weaker candidates lost control of their own written language at times. They also offered a generalised,
rather than analytical, response using standard English terms. Candidates should have used technical
linguistic terminology to describe the linguistic elements and to explore the effects and qualities conveyed by
language, structure, purpose and context.
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Question 2

Question 2

Example candidate response — high

Examiner comments

TM &H—:(lt_ 7"4@ m a Mupﬁﬁaﬁ A@/JD_O("IL‘-

u/uL, &uaz\,&qki:kq Ho Laet FLis
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2P %w‘ak;ﬁ i/
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_QM.LML ___j"l\n ok wm@/ ,Amﬂ(q
&y :ﬁé,ezf_\zl_a/___ca_us_
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a dm@ i a/h-
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Q_.

lm

YmLJ’ L o AU avhasrin MLQA

—@IL—LéL é ( %ﬂv&w—s t M_ﬁ«aﬁm_a@ﬂ,f

o (oLe s Lukl\
Cﬁ‘u)olf-:&_, “Cilnals qra‘unha Q.0 IC

f’\MQkQ“" mdwm T

P elite ¥

f?zLQGQJsf‘S A ’IL'L\GCIQ" k—pwaﬂéée Z&ZQQ |

LT b&.i oy Cqpua

:_Lg,byf:_f;L\ /aw\ama%bagj‘ﬁ' el — “o

e

|ﬁ

»lQrXCJ’_Lb _%/\&JQQQ“SL‘-——W b o Mar’ke/d(f//

J,L, o Q/Iq‘/’///’ld/‘x- a 7@7&3., ;

: (.F?L‘LG{ZJQ/MQM i‘ e _ﬂﬁ

0 The introduction is articulate
and succinct.

e The candidate demonstrates
understanding of the argument set
up by the passage, provides
evidence from the text
appropriately, and develops the
response by applying wider
knowledge of the current global
situation regarding language and
power.

e The candidate explores the
linguistic issue by selecting
appropriately from the context
provided.
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Question 2

Example candidate response — high, continued

Examiner comments

s pbF ok oWt s i

wcu#

ah o /MW-@ Sl
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ﬁbﬁj&u " o tie SFhoat
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c,ﬁa-;,._o oﬁ%ﬂﬂ 2

_j.L—iLLu-b 44 7/7 Chron: m%ad %Mﬂlc&

- & &5l (A[b@é ’L’LJAA sz,
(4 “G5S }Zf}ﬁ}/

-jo;u@ﬂ\mwa, ULy~ LA,

“é)dﬁ)( S/Lc,ZQ ad P alticly ‘states .

/AM '[Drr‘uax te vl Fl—

avof /LQa(,c///u

qwh,m fo m@al Louat \Q@mz gl

e @@L
i “QQAAO/QC(GL\,\G& é% ben ol
& Mm”‘zf’/:ﬁ_um‘

\ :

/lm G-Z,(‘opp al#1rels_

i g ,,_@\D/ ool Uk o or
4 M__ _I 5 - /fd'l\ ‘

@/J/I/w’/tm nda_ 0;6,75%@ St /wuéaﬂfmq

to ‘}’—_IMQ}(M?:?@%U tnv el o

Ldiae An AQJEL@/J dm&&—@—%

_A__c.mp@_@u/ nﬂa :m @/OQ cai&@_z_q____h

0 The candidate explains
language and elitism by applying
examples from wider personal
experience.

6 The candidate develops the
response through language and
power to education, mirroring the
passage provided and making
appropriate reference.

G The candidate demonstrates
knowledge of the stages of
development of a language.
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Question 2

Example candidate response - high, continued Examiner comments

_%Q Y . &/: _(AQJ_L/ Mf\,ULCJ/\ K@@J/KQO/
4%@»\ cmb\ Looulef \Ml« Lukux o |
Chrse wg,a_ Wr s+ 7%1,4 waﬁé _Z'ﬂ_éLd&/
/nmauom;& (Do s howars Aol aﬂ——ﬂ\x
1Y feary lay—i wShicn Oy o list |
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Mﬂ%mlaﬂ‘/c (kamtx J’CMSJMUS/Q ﬂn//«ras j
Wik “Porfect //?em@@cﬁ ! Jweat Y |
Wpoc b popfect EM»@(,AL [ 2 ssecnt b

\

I pRro )//.Q/%/, Y n ﬂ»/]—, i s sl e The candidate demonstrates

zb LL////’IK g 5 g{ / g ; ﬁ&\ g evidence of wider experience of

p&af - tA /\4@.2\,@, b 0 g 5 learning English.
-“- 7—("0'(2'“}‘5 %ajxntcﬂuflk o
‘@M(j"“\mma &«b-ebgéw,u/ém/fwm,

(//,J— —/Z\om 18 _a las. ﬁki__@/_@______._/* .
o #’( B ﬁ rsL Q lul. ' 6 The candidate recognises the
“ 6 ' | counter-argument, making
_._._____._C‘CJL/ uL2 Lo, _MJ-Q.A’__;' /’lu .
. : appropriate reference to the
ousodSte aéoa/ﬂ worets 44_01, PPN

passage and carefully selecting

Y L/c 24 el an i S contltsin | | evidence.

ok n/ W a QL Lry do_speak wackdters

— 7S -f‘Lo ool o 'tl ol |
b4 /Cf Mdp/ @ooh  SHLir' Q / M 9 The candidate offers personal
V(.Q/w— Q,A,,m/ LS a L\Qm,@ﬁ\g, OS2 opinion on the linguistic issue.
! MQ/W“ /ac% lt».o 7l g Q_u\_g_od;/ e \.Qrm

_QQxL’O"L_../..-. ..%Mg&;&_éwvfbr odiar
Tl i 7LL@»\ o Q(%L_&J!b\,o dtarap) ka—~
o et SFlay /M\Q(/LO& QM “7L(/koel

_ & lyqlop\mc}( e 7,13 A
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Question 2

Example candidate response — high, continued

Examiner comments
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— %f 300k Tl AW {téu:i
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: @ The candidate applies evidence

i mw‘r/(f/“cwcfL pmwﬂ— 44 alsa M@M

of wider reading on the spread of
English and language death.

m The candidate explores
language complacency by making

| reference to the passage and

selecting appropriate evidence.
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Question 2

Example candidate response — high, continued

Examiner comments

k%ma(m/mh&_aﬂ%aﬁ DiS b . L &

- q U
]IJ'A Bl s zmﬂé&i\QVA/u.m fapilc

w}m%m\a,@ (’mﬂahou M—g ﬂ'lﬁuf

/ﬁ«. - & M/MAA’}’M&QQ (MMap;x.aL_
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Cnldkion ! SAP), N Com
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PLog ce&zom brovot  Huowods ——

I, S @Qup//ca Sooer

| oy}g;K cocol Lot folul Fiook FLair

@ The candidate offers personal
opinion.

@ The candidate demonstrates
understanding of English in
international business settings by
exploring the passage and offering
further examples from wider
reading.
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Question 2

Example candidate response — high, continued

Examiner comments

raluets o  Lasr Mﬁmﬁ
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26

(W)
Lwrang, of (vost we cacl Cay we

@ The candidate offers further
personal opinion in returning to the
original issue of the rise of
Mandarin as a possible global
language, making reference to the

passage.

@ The candidate continues to
focus on the business context of
the passage.
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Question 2

Example candidate response - high, continued Examiner comments

%%2_,;7";&0/ —
Mﬁ% /_M&@_&Jw MJ@M;__

onir ual
i\ S n//ﬁo/- jﬂ/ﬂﬁ fras Jhb\n;»\o
/cro&{ Hro_point’ fkaf' vl Ryl
LG 00 Mendt Liho Do prsvivs. zu Y71 .
m/d/baQ .jﬁo\am'a{a& eu(\ chat'Ce uﬁ:ﬂ
U 7" f 2t i K ko Z/OWM’
iF 1 aYbelle, lavauaos 1wl dtors —

oK
'WMMMM“"_" @ The conclusion is a succinct

precis of the main argument of the
passage provided.

Total mark awarded =
19 out of 25

How the candidate could have improved the answer

Where the candidate made reference to examples from wider experience or reading concerning the use of
language in various countries, the writing demonstrated a loss of register. The answer could have been
improved by maintaining an appropriate register and by not using the quotes, as these provided a tendency
to generalised assertion. These sections of the response were rather prolonged and could have been further
improved by the candidate writing in a more succinct style.

The candidate could have improved the answer by applying theory to the linguistic issue, such as those
theories put forward by Kachru, Diamond or Crystal.
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Question 2

Example candidate response — middle

Examiner comments
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o The candidate prepares a short
plan from which to focus the
response.

e The introduction offers
generalised assertion.

Q The candidate now refers to the
passage and interprets advantages
of learning English.
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Question 2

Example candidate response — middle, continued

Examiner comments
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6 The candidate offers examples
from wider reading or wider
personal experience.

6 The candidate selects
appropriately from the text in order
to examine comments gained from
wider reading.

0 The candidate presents a
counter-argument and then
proceeds to refer to contemporary
global political difficulties,
demonstrating appreciation of the
wider implications of the linguistic
issue.
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Question 2

Example candidate response — middle, continued

Examiner comments
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e The candidate appreciates the
humour of the passage while
appreciating the depth of
importance of the linguistic issue.

6 The candidate offers personal
opinion on the gender issue of
English language learning.

Q The candidate briefly comments
on language death and language
learning as an obligation.

Total mark awarded =
12 out of 25

How the candidate could have improved the answer

The response opened with an assertive statement and a comment from Crystal. These did not demonstrate
direct focus on the question, so the introduction to the essay was not relevant. The candidate could have
improved the answer by using an introduction which immediately addressed the question.

The candidate offered further assertion in the discussion on gender and English language learning. The
answer could have been improved by positively exploring the ways in which English language learning by
women can fulfil international business requirements, rather than generalising on misogyny, patriarchy or

oppression.

The conclusion made only brief mention of language death and language learning by obligation. The answer
could have been improved by a fuller and more developed exploration of these two linguistic issues.
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Question 2

Example candidate response -

low

Examiner comments
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o The candidate opens by giving
positive views on the issue of
English as a global language.

9 The issue of English as a global
language and economic growth has
been addressed.

e The candidate discusses part of
the first paragraph of the context
provided.

e There is evidence of some
misreading of the context provided.
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Question 2

Example candidate response — low, continued

Examiner comments
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e Loss of focus on the question.

6 The candidate attempts to
explain difficulties faced in
international business
communication.

e The candidate offers a
paraphrase of the penultimate
paragraph of the context provided.

6 Attempts to demonstrate
evidence of wider knowledge
although focus is not maintained on
the question or the context
provided.

Total mark awarded =
5 out of 25
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Question 2
How the candidate could have improved the answer

At times, the candidate lost the focus of the question in an attempt to demonstrate evidence of wider reading.
This resulted in the latter part of the response becoming irrelevant. The answer could have been improved,
therefore, by maintaining focus throughout.

Parts of the response merely paraphrased sections of the passage. The candidate could have improved the
answer by, instead of paraphrasing, selecting an idea from the passage, inserting a short quote to evidence
the argument, and then providing an explanation and development of the idea by applying knowledge from
wider reading.

There was some evidence of misreading the context. Had this not occurred, and the candidate had used a
linguistic stance, a discussion regarding the language complacency of native English speakers would have
attracted further marks.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question

A common mistake which candidates made in Question 2 was to take inadequate account of the focus of the
passage provided, and instead write about other issues concerning English as a global language not
covered by the context. The passage, or passages, always have a direct focus — for example, language
learning to facilitate international business — and candidates should have taken notice that the question asks
for reference to specific details from the passage.

On the other hand, some weaker candidates chose simply to rewrite the content of the passage provided
into their own words, with the response resulting in a chronological paraphrase. This method did not
demonstrate a candidate’s own ideas, nor any knowledge gained from wider study or experience, which is
what was required in this question.

Commonly, weaker candidates chose to write a lengthy historical account of the growth of English as a
global language, leaving themselves short of time to explore fully the linguistic issue presented.
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Question 3

Examiner comments

Question 3
Example candidate response — high
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o The candidate has provided a
well-organised plan.
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Question 3

Example candidate response — high, continued

Examiner comments
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e This is, in fact, a response to
Question 3 and not Question 2.

9 The candidate correctly
identifies the purpose and context
of the discourse.

0 The candidate correctly
identifies Rebecca's stage of
language acquisition and uses an
appropriate theoretical model to
support the point.

6 The candidate is assertive and
is able to apply theory to a
phonological argument which is
then developed by an explanation
of child language acquisition theory
and examples from the transcript.
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36

Example candidate response — high, continued

Examiner comments
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@ While identifying linguistic
features, the candidate refers
confidently to language structures
with technical terminology.

e Here, the candidate analyses
linguistic features while referring
back to the context and purpose.

6 The candidate discusses how
the child could give clearer
meaning and briefly introduces a
further theorist to support the point.

Q The candidate confidently
discusses syntax with appropriate
examples being labelled correctly.
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Question 3

Example candidate response — high, continued

Examiner comments
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@ The response is articulate and
fluent and offers insight into how
the child's syntax acquisition falls
into an early stage.

m The candidate now begins to
develop the response from initial
discussion on phonological, lexical
and syntactical acquisition through
to semantics, applying new
theoretical explanation.

@ There is further linguistic
exploration here as the candidate
discusses pragmatics within the
imaginative role play.
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Example candidate response — high, continued Examiner comments
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Question 3

Example candidate response — high, continued Examiner comments
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How the candidate could have improved the answer

The penultimate paragraph was somewhat lengthy. The candidate could have improved the response by
writing more succinctly, or by using fewer examples (such as the one provided regarding Deaf Jim) to
illustrate the point made.

The candidate identified phoneme /p/ as a voiced plosive, rather than an unvoiced plosive. To improve the
answer, the candidate should have been accurate in labelling phonological ingredients.
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Question 3

40

Example candidate response — middle

Examiner comments
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0 The response opens with a
confident assertion regarding the
context.

9 The candidate continues to
offer assertion.

e The candidate selects
appropriately from the transcript in
order to demonstrate knowledge of
child language acquisition theory,
on which some brief comments are
provided.
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Question 3

Example candidate response — middle, continued

Examiner comments
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6 The candidate attempts to
explore language and structure with
comment on the father's role in the
interaction.

e There is some development as
the candidate continues to explore
the father's utterances with a brief
comment on the work of Skinner.

6 The candidate correctly
identifies the stage of language
acquisition which the child has
reached, and selects appropriate
evidence from the transcript.

e The candidate applies language
acquisition appropriately, offering a
more developed explanation.
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Example candidate response — middle, continued Examiner comments
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e The candidate has attempted to
apply Piaget's theory of cognitive

= development with a very brief
ReimeceQ Puirays by Geaued langaoge oo uusSden - | mention.

[Iovougn Scinineyd enaviorisn  Eheony o nex Loxner

WLl wnkb'nanian Rohnigued anc einfotement to
Pronfe way tnovgne ot ang  denvaicfmenc ot
language - Belle e  conuexsoition V8 <feccively
i N ooy o
Carvied out, Ynrcugn har a abhity to Forma
oo’ gromnmolicad  deniendy |, eiident o ChcmS&:g‘J
CnoouiSm YNeory . Altng vt Wy Cognisan e

~J
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ang  dosenPove  (neru oFo\shon@

Total mark awarded =
12 out of 25

How the candidate could have improved the answer

The candidate tended to make assertions. The answer could have been improved by providing developed,
rather than generalised, comments on the stage of language acquisition of the child in the second
paragraph.

The response demonstrated some wider reading of child language acquisition theories. However, these were
not always explained, therefore the candidate could have improved the answer by writing in a more precise
manner, with appropriate selections from the transcription as evidence. This was particularly relevant in the
section regarding Piaget, whose name was only briefly mentioned.

The candidate commented on the purpose of the father’s questioning technique to an extent. To improve the
answer, the candidate could have developed an argument concerning caretaker speech and the way
Rebecca reacts in her turn-taking.

Overall, the answer could have been improved by using more linguistic terminology throughout the essay.
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Example candidate response — low

Examiner comments
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o The candidate attempts to spot
features of the discourse and
provide a basic comment which
does not take a linguistic stance.

9 The candidate spots further
features using the correct
terminology, with basic comment.

e The response demonstrates
some understanding of the context
provided.

Total mark awarded =
2 out of 25
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How the candidate could have improved the answer

Often, a response is brief when a candidate has insufficient time left to complete the essay. However, even
in short responses it is possible to achieve some marks. In this case, although the response was brief, the
candidate could have improved the essay by using linguistic terminology instead of generalised standard
English.

Some language features were spotted and if the candidate had provided more than a basic comment
regarding these, more marks would have been awarded. The stage of language acquisition in the child was
not identified, nor was there any reference to language theory. The candidate selected some quotes from the
transcription but comments lacked precision and ideas were undeveloped.

Overall, the candidate appeared to have understood the context. A fuller exploration of language acquisition
through imaginary play would have improved the response.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question

In Question 3, a mistake commonly made was to wrongly identify the stage of language acquisition in the
child. There was evidence in the transcription of holophrastic and telegraphic speech and Piaget’s pre-

operational stage. Often candidates described the child’s utterances as ‘holographic’ and ‘telephrastic’ in
error. Candidates should be aware of the importance of using linguistic terminology fluently and correctly.

In selecting theories to apply to their analyses, some candidates chose to write about the work of Grice,
Tannen or Lakoff. It is important to retain focus on child language acquisition in Question 3, which has
specific demands that are quite different from those in Question 1. Therefore mention of theorists
specialising in gender or politeness, for example, were inappropriate.

Many candidates referred to the child’s early stage grammar and syntax examples as ‘mistakes’. More
accurately, these examples could be termed ‘virtuous errors’ with an opportunity to open a discussion on the
work of Chomsky.

Weaker candidates stated that the adult’s function was purely to teach the child. This was a missed

opportunity to explore how language is acquired through play, where discussion on the Hallidayan
imaginative, representational and regulatory functions would have been stronger.
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